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STEWART1I  OP  KIRKCUDBRIGHT 


To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotlan&o 

The  County  Counoil  of  the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright o 
The  Town  Counoils  of  Kirkcudbright 

Castle  Douglas 
Dalbeattie 
Gatehouse 
New  Galloway 


My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  Local  Government  (Scotland)  Acts  and 
Regulations  of  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland,  I have  the 
honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1954°  The  Report 
of  the  School  Health  Service  is  also  includedo 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  26  per  1000  live  births,  and  is 
the  second  consecutive  year  in  which  it  has  been  under  3Qo  The 
Tuberculosis  death  rate  was  OolT  per  1000,  and  is  the  first  year  in 
which  a downward  trend  appearso  During  the  year  under  review,  a 
BoCoG'o  Vaccination  Scheme  was  introduced  for  children  about  to  leave 
school,  and  the  response  by  the  parents  of  these  children  has  been 
encouragingo  Each  year  it  becomes  more  evident  that  the  incidence 
of  new  oases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  greatest  in  adolescents  and 
young  adults,  particularly  girls,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  by  the 
introduction  of  BoC«Go  Vaccination  for  school  leavers,  this  will 
diminish  in  future  yearso  In  1954  approximately  1 in  every  1,000  of 
the  population  of  the  County  contracted  Tuberculosis  for  the  first 
time,  and  more  than  half  of  that  number  were  under  the  age  of  25  and 
in  the  ratio  of  4 girls  to  every  boy0 

There  were  three  notified  and  confirmed  cases  of  Anterior 
Poliomyelitis,  all  occurring  in  the  same  area  of  the  County,  of  which 
one  case  died,  one  has  still  fairly  extensive  paralysis,  and  one  case 
recovered  completelyo 

In  October,  the  County  suffered  extensive  damage  by  flooding, 
particularly  in  the  Parish  of  Kirkmabreck,  and  Creetown  in  particular 
Several  families  were  rendered  homeless  for  a temporary  period, 
emergency  feeding  arrangements  and  supplies  of  bedding  and  clothing 
were  made  available,  and  a Relief  Fund  was  institutedo 

I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  members  of  the  County  Council  and 
to  the  staff  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  for  their  interest 
and  help  during  the  year 

I have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  Bo  SHIELo 

County  Medical  Officer 0 


Dunmuir  Road, 
Castle  Douglaso 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
1954 


POPULATION.,-  The  Registrar  General”  s estimate  of  the  population  to 
the  middle  of  1954  was  29?909  and  was  subdivided  as  follows?- 


ooo«®»ooo 


Landward 
Burgh  of  Castle  Douglas 
Burgh  of  Dalbeattie 
Burgh  of  Kirkcudbright 
Burgh  of  Gatehouse  ®o° 
Burgh  of  New  Galloway 


• ooo«o«o*oo 


0*000®0«»©00 


oooooooooooooeooooo 


• oooooooooooo 


oooeooeoo 


000000000000009000 


19S751 

3*218 

3,295 

2,484 

874 

287 


BIRTHS.-  The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  County  after 
correction  for  transfer,  was  501?  and  is  equivalent  to  a birth  rate  of 
l6o8  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.,  Of  the  total  live  births, 
22  were  illegitimate,  which  is  equal  to  a rate  of  4° 4 pen  100  live 
births,  as  compared  with  7°4  in  1953° 


STILL  BIRTHS®-  There  were  15  still  births  registered  in  the  County 
after  correction  for  transfer,  equal  to  a rat®  of  29  per  1,000  birthso 
The  still  birth  rate  should  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the  neo-natal 
death  rate,  which  was  24  per  1,000  live  births®  These  figures  compare 
unfavourably  with  1953?  when  the  still  birth  rate  was  17  per  1,000  and 
the  neo-natal  death  rate  was  also  17  per  1,000® 

DEATHS®-  Deaths  from  all  causes  after  correction  for  transfer  numbered 
307®  This  is  equal  to  a death  rate,  corrected  and  adjusted  for  age  and 
sex  of  llo2  per  1,000® 

265  or  87$  of  the  deaths  occurred  at  ages  65  or  over,  and  173  or  5 6$ 

occurred  at  ages  75  °n  over® 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  as  follows?- 

(1)  Arterio  sclerosis  and  degenerative  heart  disease  108 

(2)  Malignant  neoplasms  65 

(3)  Vascular  Lesions  affecting  Central  Nervous  System  59  232 


INFANT  MORTALITY®-  The  number  of  deaths  under  1 year  was  13?  giving  an 
infant  death  rate  of  26  per  1,000  live  births®  This  compares  with  a rate 
of  23  in  1953° 


MATERNAL  DEATHS®—  There  were  no  maternal  deaths® 


MARRIAGE  RATE®-  The  number  of  marriages  was  X699  which  is  equivalent 
to  a rate  of  5°7  per  19000® 


The  following  table  shows  the  trend  of  the  vital  statistics  over  the 

past  20  years® 


Quinquennial 

Period 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

T.B. 

Death 

Rat© 

Infant 

Death 

Rate 

Neo-natal 

Death 

Rate 

" stall1 J 

Birth 

Rate 

Maternal 

Death 

Rata 

1935  - 1939 

17.5 

14.6 

0.49 

61.2 

35.6 

6.47 

1940  - 1944 

17.0 

13.6 

0.51 

58.4 

36.4 

31.0 

3.38 

1945  - 1949 

18.6 

13.1 

0.50 

44.8 

30.4 

29.4 

3,80 

1950) 

17.6) 

13.0) 

0.42) 

37.0) 

24.0) 

34.0) 

- ) 

1951) 

16.6) 

12.4) 

0.29) 

29.0) 

16.0) 

36.0) 

- ) 

1952) 

16.6)17.0 

11.7)11.8 

0.20)0.26 

44,0)31.8 

32.0)22.6 

21.0)27.4 

1.94)0.39 

1953) 

17.3) 

10.7) 

0.20 

23.0) 

17„0) 

17.0) 

- ) 

1954) 

16.8) 

11.2) 

0.17) 

26.0) 

24.0) 

29.0) 

- ) 
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LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  FUNCTIONS 


1.  Care  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  children  under  school 

age. 


(a)  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers . The  arrangements  for  the  care 

of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  continued  as  in  previous  years. 

(b)  Child  Welfare.  The  Child  Welfare  Service  was  expanded,  and  a 
Child  Welfare  Clinic  was  started  in  Castle  Douglas  in  Aprilo  The 
attendances  at  the  Clinic  have  been  encouraging,,  .and  vaccination  and 
immunisation  is  carried  out  at  this  Centre o 

(c)  Care  of  Premature  Xnfantso  There  is  n©  domiciliary  provision 

for  the  care  of  premature  infantso 

(d)  Supply  of  Dried  Milks  &©.  During  the  year  the  Offices  of  the 

Ministry  of  Food  in  Castle  Douglas  were  closed,  and  the  functions 
transferred  to  this  Department.  Distribution  Centres  for  dried  milk  and 
vitamins  were  set  up  at  Castle  Douglas,  Dalbeattie  and  Kirkcudbright 9 and 
in  the  more  rural  parts  of  the  County  the  District  Nurse  acts  as  the 
distributing  agent . The  amount  of  accounting  to  be  done  in  connection 

with  the  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  is  considerables,  and  a great  deal 
of  it  seems  to  me  to  he  completely  valueless.  It  would  he  a considerable 
help  if  this  was  simplifiedo 

(e)  Dental  Care.  The  existing  arrangements  continued  whereby 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  are  treated  by  their  own  private  dental 
practitioners,  and  where  the  Local  Health  Authority  bear  the  cost  to  the 
patient  of  dentures,  and  worked  satisfactorily. 

3 Expectant  Mothers  and  23  Nursing  Mothers  received  treatment  during 
the  year.  


2.  Domiciliary  Midwifery,  212  (208  Lives  4 Still  Births),  or  42/0 
took  place  at  home.  In  previous  years  the  ratio  has  been  remarkably 
constant,  namely  50$.  There  appears  to  be  no  reason  for  the  change, 
because  recent  increases  in  the  Maternity  Benefits  were  designed  o 
encourage  the  number  of  domiciliary  confinements. 


I.  Total  number  of  births  occurring  in  the  Area  during  the  year  - 
that  is  before  correction  for  mothers”  residence  - Live 
Births  - 208 1 Still  Births  - 4j  Total  ...  212 

II o Total  number  of  Births  occurring  in  institutions 

1 inc 1 udf ng  pr xv at e ma t erni ty  h ome s)  oocoooooooooooooooooo.o«o©oo  Nil 

III.  Total  number  of  births  occurring  at  home  oooooooo.oooo.o.o.ooooo  212 
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IV.  Number  of  births  in  (ill)  classified  to  show  nature  of  attendance 
at  birth:- 


Cases  dealt  with  under 
Section  23(2)  of  the 

National  Health  Service  Other  Domiciliary 
(Scotland)  Act,  1947°  Cases 


Doctor  Doctor  Midwife  Doctor  Midwife  Without 

engaged  engaged  alone  and  alone  Doctor 

and  and  not  (no  Dr.  Midwife  (no  Dr.  or 

present  present  engaged)  engaged  engaged)  Midwife  Total 

(a)  Midwives  employed 
by  the  Authority 
including  those 
engaged  on  a 

fee  - per  - case 

basis  o ........ o 119  93  - - - - 212 

(b)  Midwives  employed 
by  voluntary 
organisations  under 
arrangements  made 

by  the  Authority  - - - - - 

(c)  Midwives  employed 
by  Hospital  Boards 
of  Management  under 
arrangements  made 
by  the  Authority 
with  the  Regional 

Hospital  Board  . . - - - - - - - 

(d)  Private  practising 

Midwives  o.o©©«o©  — — — — — — 

(e)  Other  cases  not 

specified  above  » - - - - - - - 

(f)  TOTALS  ....... .09  119  93  - - - - 212 


V.  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  under 
Section  14(l)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1951>  by 
a midwife  ...... 


ooooeo  • o 


Nil, 


Nil. 


VI.  Administration  of  Analgesics. 

(a)  Number  of  midwives  qualified  to  administer  analgesics  .....  14 

(b)  Number  of  midwives  who  received  their  training  during 

"fctl©  ^ ©SIX’  ooGoeooooeoooooeoooo«9oooo«oeoeeoeoooooooooeoe*o 

(c)  Number  of  sets  of  apparatus  in  use  at  the  end  of  the 

y ©SIX  ooo®©oe®oo«o**®ooooooo«>eooco*o*ooo*oooooooooo»oo©o*»oo  1 4 

(d)  Number  of  sets  on  order  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil. 

(e)  Number  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was  administered 
by  midwives  in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year 

Doctor  not  present  43 

Doctor  present  .....................................  69 

(f ) Number  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  administered 
by  midwives  in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year 

Doctor  not  present  oo.ooe.oo. •«••.•»©«©•©.. .©©ooooo.  23 
Doctor  present  oooo»ooo.oo®.ooeo.oooo.e..o.o.o...®oo  45 


VII.  Number  of  cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  the  end  of  the  year 


o e o o o o 


15 


13 


3o  Health  Visltlngo  The  health  visiting  has  been  carried  out  as  in 
previous  years  by  District  Nurse/Midwife/Health  Visitors*  and  the  scope 
was  further  increased  by  adding  school  nursing  to  the  district  nurses0 
worko  This  is  working  satisfactorily  and  is  a saving  both  in  mirses9 
time,  and  mileage  expenses.,  The  District  Nurse/Health  Visitor  is 
concerned  more  with  the  family  than  with  individuals  of  the  family*  and 
to  my  mind*  the  position  is  now  more  satisfactory o Visits  are  still 

paid  to  all  old  people.,  and  records  of  the  visits  are  kepto  Old  people 
requiring  care  and  attention  are  reported  t©  the  Welfare  Officer  for  his 
attention.,  One  district  nurse  was  given  leave  ©f  absence  t©  take  the 
Health  Visitor0  s Certificates,  but*  despite  encouragements,  few  nurses  are 
willing  to  study  for  the  course.,  This  is  disappointing*  but  understand- 
able to  some  extent9  for  there  is  certainly  no  financial  inducement  to  do 
so*  nor  of  course  for  any  trained  nurse  to  adopt  Domiciliary  Nursing  and 
Health  Visiting  as  a career.. 


Noo  Visited 

Total  Visits 

EX  J)  @ 0 t SlXlt  Mothers  ©©••••oooooooo«ooo»ooocooooo 

57 

129 

Cl1il.cl.2r0n  under  jl  ^re&r  000000000000000000000000 

530 

5192 

Children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 ooooooooo 

547 

4745 

Tuberculosis  Crises  oooooooooooo©©ooo©ooooooooo 

36 

1261 

Other  Ca30S  oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

217 

2805 

1387 

14132 

* These  visits  do  not  include  visits  paid  fey  a midwife/health  visitor 
who  attended  the  confinement  as  a midwife  or  maternity  nurs@o 

4°  Home  Nursing „ A considerable  proportion  of  home  nursing  is  still 

concerned  with  the  nursing  of  the  chronic  sick*  and  with  administration 
of  antibiotics*  particularly  in  the  domiciliary  treatment  of  Tuberculosis., 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  District  Nurses  o <>  0 <,  a o 0 o „ a <,  175® 

Number  of  vrsrts  paid  to  these  cases  ooo©oooooooooooooo 22654 

The  above  figures  include  10*996  visits  (including  310  first  visits) 

to  patients  aged  65  and  ov@rQ 


5©  Domestic  Help.,  The  Domestic  Help  Service  continues  to  function 
satisfactorily;,  and  despite  the  rural  nature  of  the  county  it  has  been 
possible  to  supply  help  when  requested.,  On  the  other  hand*  it  must  be 
recorded  that  a domestic  help  has  sometimes  been  asked  for*  and  then  the 
services  refused.,  because  of  the  cost  involved  t@  the  patient o The 
service  is  made  use  of  mainly  by  those  who  benefit  by  reduced  charges., 
namely  old  people.,  and  those  in  the  lower  income  groups  generally., 


The  following  figures  relate  to  the  working  of  the  Scheme  during 

the  year:- 

(i)  No©  of  domestic  helps  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year 

(a)  Whole-time 

(b)  Part-time 

(c)  retaining  fee  basis 

(ii)  Noo  of  cases  for  which  helps  were  provided  during  the  year 

(iii)  No0  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  of  confinement:- 


00000000 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooocoooooo 
oooeooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
000000000000000000000000000000000000 

000 


oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
oooo®ooooo®ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo©ooooo 


( a ) at  heme 
(b)  in  hospital 

(iv)  Noo  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  ©f  chronic  sick 
including  aged  and  infirm 


9 

9 

21 

2 

1 


00000000000000000000000000000000000 


60  Vaccination  and  Immunisation.,  The  arrangements  remained  as  in 
previous  years*  and  again  it  is  difficult  to  state*  owing  to  incomplete 
records*  the  proportion  of  children  who  are  immunised  and  vaccinated 
before  they  are  a year  oldo  As  far  as  immunisation  is  concerned*  the 
numbers  are  probably  in  the  region  of  8G$>*  judging  by  the  immunisation 
state  of  entrants  to  school  at  age  5°  The  vaccination  state  is 
considerably  lesso 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out 

during  the  years- 
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Tear  of  Birth 

1953  ooeoooooeooeoooe©# 
195^  oooeeeooooeoeooeoo 

1951  “ 1940  0 • • . 0 . • 0 . 0 • 
1939  or  earlier  oo.oeo* 

Primary  Vaccinations 
Positive  Negative 

0 1?8  4 

85  5 

5 1 

15 
8 

Re-Vaccinations 
Positive  Negative 

1 

17 

50  1 

291  10 

66  T~ 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  immunisations  carried  out 
during  the  years= 

Number  of  Children 

who 

completed  a full  course 

Number  of  maintenance 

Tear  of  Birth  of 

immunisation  during  the  inoculations  given  during 

of  Persons 

year 

the  year 

1954 

38 

c 

1953 

264 

- 

1952 

60 

- 

1951 

15 

1 

1950 

7 

8 

1949 

6 

310 

1948 

1 

112 

1947 

— 

5 

1946 

- 

5 

1945 

- 

- 

1944 

- 

6 

1943 

- 

1 

1942 

- 

- 

1941 

- 

- 

1940 

- 

3 

1939  or  earlier 

1 

1 

During  the  year  a Bo  Co  Go  Vaccination  Scheme  was  introduced  for 
school  children  in  the  12-13  year  old  group0  These  children  are 
first  Mantoux  tested,  and  the  Mantoux  negative  reactors  are 
vaccinatedo  The  testing  and  vaccination  are  carried  out  at  Centres  in 
the  Junior  and  Senior  Secondary  Schools  in  Kirkcudbright,  Castle  Douglas, 
Dairy,  Dalbeattie,  New  Abbey,  Gatehouse  and  Creetowno  Selected  children 
are  tested  and  vaccinated  each  termo  The  results  at  the  end  of  the 
year  under  review  were  incomplete,  but  the  response  from  parents  was 
encouragingo 

7 • Prevention  of  Illness*  Care  and  After-Care® 

(a)  Tuberculosis.:,  One  Health  Visitor  is  employed  full  time  on 
Tuberculosis  worko  She  acts  as  a link  between  the  Health  Department  and 
the  Hospitalo  She  attends  the  Chest  Clinics  at  Loohmaben  and  Newton 
Stewart,  and  she  visits  patients  in  their  own  homes®  She  also  assists 
at  the  BoCoG.  Vaccination  Centres® 

(b)  Epileptics  and  Spastics®  Records  of  Epileptics  and  Spastics  are 
incomplete,  and  are  only  available  for  children  of  school  age®  All  the 
epileptics  are  able  to  attend  an  ordinary  school,  and  only  one  of  the 
spastics  requires  and  is  receiving  education  in  a special  school®  There 
are  no  facilities  available  in  the  area  for  epileptics®  The  Orthopaedic 
service  of  the  Hospital  Authority  is  available  for  the  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  spastics® 

(c)  Convalescent  Home  Provision®  The  Local  Health  Authority  neither 
provides  nor  makes  arrangements  with  voluntary  organisations  for 
Convalescent  Home  accommodation® 

(d)  Chiropody®  The  Stewartry  Branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  provides  a chiropody  service  for  old  people  in  the  County®  The 
Local  Health  Authority  contributes  towards  the  cost  of  the  service® 
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TUBERCULOSIS  - STATISTICAL  RETURNS,  1954.0 

Io  Number  of  cases  formally  notified  or  regarded  as  notified  from 
1 st  January ^ 1954  to  31st  December,  1954^ 


Age-b roups 


Under 

1 and 

5 and 

IS  and"' 

25  and 

35  and 

45  and 

" 55'  a n3“ 

65  and 

1 

under  5 

unefer  15 

under  25 

under  35 

under  45 

under  55 

under  65 

upward s 

T otal 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Males 

U=J 

4 

3 

5 

1 

<=» 

1 

1 

15 

Females 

- 

3 

12 

1 

- 

1 

~ 

- 

17 

Total 

- 

. - 

7 

15 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

32 

11=  Number  of  cases  confirmed  to  be  suffering  from  active  respiratory 
tuberculosis  during  the  year  (excluding  transfers  in 
b>,y  another  Authority^] 


Age-6roups 


Under 

1 and 

5 arid 

15"3meT 

25  and 

35  and 

45  and 

55  and 

65  and 

1 

under  5 

under  15 

under  25 

under  35 

under  45 

under  55 

under  65 

upwards 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Males 

•0 

CO 

UO 

4 

5 

1 

= 

1 

1 

12 

Females 

- 

- 

2 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14 

Total 

- 

- 

2 

16 

5 

1 

- 

1 

1 

26 

III.  Methods  by  which  new  patients  were  discovered  to  be  suffering 
from  respiratory  tuberculosis  during  the  year 


Symptom  group  examination  (M.M.R.  or  other).  17 
Contact  group  examination  (M.M.R.  or  other).  5 
Mass  Miniature  radiography  (general  public). 

Including  office  and  other  staffs. •* 


Routine 
Examination 
of  special 
groups 
(M.M.R.  or 
other) 

School  staffs 

1 

National  Service  reeruits 

3 

Emigrants 

- 

Total 

26 

IV.  Number  of  new  cases  in  table  II  admitted  to  Hospital  for 
tuberculosis  treatment  for  the  first  time  during  the  year 


Males 

Females 


Under  15  years 

15  to  under  45 

45  and  over 

Total 

2 

2 

4 

2 

11 

— 

13 

2 

13 

2 

17 

Total 


16 


HOSPITAL  ADMISSIONS  AND  DISCHARGES  ( RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS) 

Vo  Number  of  patients  admitted  to,  discharged,  from  or  dying  in  Tuberculosis 
Hospitals,  Sanatoria  or  wards  in  other  Hospitals  reserved,  for  the  treat- 
ment of  the  tuberoulouso 


In  hospital 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Died  in 

In  hospital  on 

on  January  1 

during  year 

during  the  year 

hospital 

December  31 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Male 

3 

c=> 

3 

Under  15  years 

Female 

- 

4 

3 

- 

1 

Male 

10 

8 

7 

1 

10 

15  - 45  years 

Female 

9 

20 

13 

- 

16 

Male 

6 

4 

7 

1 

2 

45  years  and  over 

Female 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Total 

27 

39 

32 

2 

32 

VI o Number  of  patients  dying  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  in 
Hospital  accommodation  other  than  that  reserved  for  tuber- 
culous patientSo  Nile 


WAITING  LIST 


VII.  Number  on  Waiting  List  for  Admission  to  Hospital  at  31st  December. 

^Respiratory  Tuberculosis) 


Males 


Females 


Total 


Months  elapsing  since  name  placed  on  W.L. 

Classifi- 
cation -1  -2  -€  -9  -12  -18  -24  24+  Total 

1 - 

11  1 - - - - - - 1 
111  - 1 -----  - 1 
IV  - - - - 

1 - - - - - - 

111  -------- 

IV  - --  --  --  - 


2 


2 


(The  classification  is  that  made  at  the  time  the  patient's  name  is  placed  on  the  waiting 
list  and  is  that  used  for  radiological  assessment). 


Part  11  - Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

VIII . Number  of  oases  formally  notified  or  regarded  as  notified  as 
suffering  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  during  the  years 


Age-Groups 

Under  1 and  5 and  15  atfid  2'5aF(3  35  a fid  45  and  55  and  65  and 

1 under  5 under  15  under  25  under  35  under  45  under  55  under  65  upwards  Total 
123  4 5 6 7 89  10 


Males 

Females 


1 

12-1 


1 

4 


2 2-1 


5 


Total 


17 


IX.  Number  of  oases  notified,  or  intimated,  confirmed  to  be  suffering 

” ■■■■  IT11  r I-"  I ' L «—!■  -I  1 ■ — — Mir«  - II  ■ 'Hi  I ■ ■■■'■■I— eMCMiwu-Tur.iigi  icun  i ■ ■ ■m’-rtr* 

from  active  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  during  the  year  (excluding 
transfers  in  by  another  Authority )o 


Form 

Sex 

-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65+ 

Total 

1, 

Abdominal 

Males 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Females 

* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Meningeal 

Males 

Females 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

«=> 

3. 

Miliary 

Males 

«=, 

<» 

• 

— 

— 

cm 

Tuberculosis 

Females 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

4. 

Bones  and 

Males 

_ 

c» 

— 

CO 

CO 

Joints 

Females 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5. 

Superficial 

Males 

czo 

- 

«= 

— 

CO 

Glands 

Females 

- 

2 

— 

- 

- 

* - 

_ 

- 

2 

6. 

Genlto  Urinary 

Males 

— 

_> 

— 

— 

c=c 

o= 

Organs 

Females 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

7. 

Other  Organs 

Males 

a. 

CO 

Females 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

<s> 

3 

3 

Part  111  - ANALYSIS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS 

X.  Number  of  persons  who  died  from  tuberculosis  in  the  area  during  the 
year  with  the  period  elapsing  between  notification  or  intimation 

and  deatho 

(Persons  dying  in  sanatoria* ' etc® , are  included  in  the  figures  for  the 
area  in  which  they  had  their  home  residence) o 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

Males  Females  Males  Females 


Number  of  persons  who  died  from  tuberculosis 
of  whom  - 


Not  notified  or  notified  only  at  or  after  death 
Notified  less  than  1 month  before  death 
3 months  before  death 
6 months  before  death 
to  12  months  before  death 
Notified  from  1 to  2 years  before  death 
Notified  over  2 years  before  death 


Notified  from  1 to 
Notified  from  3 to 
Notified  from  6 


Total 


Part  IV  - THE  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 

XI 0 Return  of  number  of  persons  resident  in  the  area  at  31st  Necembera 
1954-9  who  were  known  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosiso 

(Only  cases  in  which  a diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  has  been  confirmed  are 
includedo  Persons  in  sanatoria,  etCo,  are  included  in  the  figures  for 
the  area  in  which  they  have  their  home  residence )o 


1,  Respiratory 


Males 

Females 


2,  Non-Resplratory 


Males 

Females 


-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65+ 

Total 

- 

2 

5 

18 

16 

16 

15 

8 

2 

80 

- 

- 

5 

37 

27 

13 

7 

- 

4 

93 

- 

1 

5 

- 

5 

2 

1 

1 

- 

15 

2 

6 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

17 

18 


80  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases*  72  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were 
notified  during  the  year,  and  it  is  regrettable  that  there  is  still  no 
official  policy  with  regard  to  Whooping  Cough  Imraunisationo  There  were 
three  confirmed  cases  of  Anterior  Poliomyelitis,  all  confined  to  the 


parishes  of  Anwoth 

and 

Girthon* 

The  following 

table  shows 

the 

number 

Of 

cases 

notified  during 

year:- 

At 

Cases 

removed 

all 

Under 

to 

ages 

1 

1-5 

5=15 

15-25  25=35 

35-45 

45  65 

65+ 

hospital 

Dysentery 

9 

=> 

4 

— 

3 

2 

— 

4 

Erysipelas 

1 

_ 

=> 

- 

<=» 

1 

— 

<=» 

— 

Malaria 

1 

«=> 

<=> 

c- 

1 

o 

— 

Pneumonia^  Acute  Primary 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

O 

- 

- 

1 

Pneumonia,,  Other  Forms 

1 

- 

1 

«> 

Poliomyelitis,,  Acute 

3 

- 

2 

1 

— 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

37 

— 

7 

26 

2 

2 

-O 

o- 

IQ 

Para-Typhoid  B„ 

1 

<= 

«= 

- 

— 

«~ 

1 

- 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

72 

4 

29 

39 

* 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

126 

4 

36 

72 

4 

5 

3 

1 

1 

17 

9*  Mental  Health  Serviceo  There  is  a good  liaison  between  this 
Department  and  the  Crichton  Royal  Institution,  Dumfries*  Patients  who 
are  discharged  from  hospital  are  visited  by  the  District  Nurse  Health 
Visitors,  and  Home  Helps  are  supplied  where  necessary,  and  with 
admission  to  Part  III  accommodation  in  the  case  of  the  elderly  or  senile 
patients,  a fair  amount  is  done  to  promote  mental  healths, 

Mental  Defectives  are  referred  to  the  Department  of  Child  Psychiatry 
at  the  Crichton  Royal,  and  there  is  a co-ordination  involving  the 
Education  Department  and  the  Health  Department*  No  statistics  have  been 
kept  regarding  the  number  of  cases  for  whom  care  and  after-care  have  been 
provided,  and  there  is  no  whole  time  staff  employed  on  this  work* 


MENTAL  DEFECTIVES 

M0 

F® 

Total 

Xu  Gertif*ied  Inst x tut i ons  ooo,*©ouoo©#e©*©ooooo**** 

6 

11 

17 

Liberated  from  Certified  Institutions 

2 

1 

3 

Boarded-out  under  Guardianship  in  the 

SteWartry  OOOOOOOOOOCOO'JOOOOOOOOOGOOGOOOOQOOCQOO 

3 



3 

Boarded-out  under  Guardianship  outwith 

the  SteWartry  ooo©*©®©o©oooo*o©oooooooooo®o©ooo© 

1 

2 

3 

Boarded-out  in  Cunninghame  Home,  Irvine  o*******®* 

3 

— 

3 

BOARDED-OUT  LUNATICS 

Boarded-out  Lunatics  supervised  by  the 

Authorised  Ot*^io©r  o©ooo©«o©oooo©ooo©©©o©©oooo 

1 

1 
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FOOD  SUPPLY 

— — — — j — ■ — — < 


1°  Milko  There  are  four  Dairy  Inspectors  and  Milk  Sampling  Officers 
in  the  County0  They  carry  out  milk  sampling  at  the  creameries  at 
Dumfries,  Kirkcudbright,  and  Dalbeattie,  and  inspections  of  dairies  in 
their  respective  areas  of  the  County0  During  the  year  the  Scottish 
Milk  Marketing  Board  inaugurated  a scheme  for  bulk  collection  of  milk 
from  23  farms  within  the  County 0 This  is  to  run  as  an  experimental 
scheme  for  a period  of  two  yearso  The  milk  from  the  tanks  was  sampled 
at  monthly  intervals  and  results  were  comparable  with  those  obtained 
from  producers  supplying  their  milk  to  creameries  in  the  normal  wayQ 
193  samples  were  taken,  and  of  these  25  failed  to  comply  with  the 
standards  laid  down  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland) 

Order,  1951°  The  tanks  were  swabbed  at  monthly  intervals  as  a check 
on  the  sterility  obtained  after  the  use  of  hypochloriteo  These  swabs 
were  all  satisfactory0  At  the  start  of  the  scheme  some  difficulty  was 
experienced,  in  cooling  the  milk  due  to  unsatisfactory  thermostatso 
These  thermostats  have  all  been  replaced  and  are  now  working  satisf actorilyG 
During  the  winter  months  the  milk  was  collected  from  the  majority  of  the 
farms  on  alternate  dayso  Where  this  was  done  samples  of  the  milk  were 
taken  on  the  day  of  collection0 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Order,  1951o 


TsT,  Licenceso 


During  the  year  92  (4  twice  and  2 thrice)  producers  were  reported  for 
failure  to  comply  with  the  required  standards  on  two  consecutive  occasionso 
Of  these  producers  7 were  suspended  after  3 consecutive  unsatisfactory 
samples,  4 after  4 consecutive  unsatisfactory  samples  - a total  of  11 
producers  suspendedo  80  producers"  supplies  cleared  up  on  a third 
sample  being  taken,  and  16  on  a fourth  sample  being  takeno  One  producer 
appealed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  against  the  suspension  of  his  licenceo 
The  appeal  was  dismissed,.  At  the  end  of  the  year  11  of  the  suspended 
licences  had  been  restored,, 

Milk  in  Schools  Schemeo 

The  milk  supplied  to  schools  is  examined  each  term,.  During  the 
year  179  samples  were  taken,.  Of  these,  156  complied  with  the  standards,, 

14  of  the  unsatisf actory  samples  were  due  to  the  presence  of  Bc  coli  and 
4 to  high  bacterial  counts,,  The  remaining  5 were  due  to  failure  in  the 
Phosphatase  Test  (insufficient  heat-treatment ) „ Of  the  52  schools  in 
the  County,  40  have  supplies  of  T,Tc  (Pasteurised)  milk  and  12  T„T=.  milko 
10  of  the  T.To  supplies  are  delivered  in  bulk,  all  others  in  l/ 3 pint 
bottleso 

Distributors,, 

One  distributor  in  the  County  holds  a Dealers  Licence  to  retail 
"Tuberculin  Tested"  milko  1 of  7 samples  taken  was  unsatisfactory0 

One  distributor  in  the  County  holds  a Licence  to  sell  Pasteurised 
milko  50  samples  were  taken  and  none  failed  the  prescribed  testso 
32  samples  of  T,T»  (Pasteurised)  milk  were  taken,  2 failing  the  Phos- 
phatase Test  and  both  showing  B„  coli  presento 

One  firm  outwith  the  County  holds  a supplementary  licence  to  sell 
Pasteurised  milko  7 samples  of  this  milk  were  taken,  2 being  unsatis- 
factory o 

Rinsingso 

Rinsings,  with  sterile  water,  of  dairy  equipment  were  carried  out 
on  4 occasions  in  the  course  of  investigationso 

Non-Designated  Milko 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  17  producers  who  did  not  hold  a 
graded  licence  - 4 fewer  than  the  previous  yearo  Samples  from  these 
supplies  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examinationo 
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Scottish  Milk  Testing  Schemeo 

Notification  under  this  scheme  is  received  from  only  one  depot 
taking  supplies  from  the  Countyo  11  supplies  failed  to  pass  the 

resazurin  test  during  the  yearQ  Milk  was  rejected  on  42  occasions 

mainly  due  to  the  presence  of  pus  or  blood  in  the  milko 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Order,  1951o 
Results  of  sampling  from  1st  January  to  31st  December  1954o 


Certified 

T0T0 

Standard 

TOTAL 

No.  of  Samples  taken 
during  year 

7 

3586 

3593 

Noo  and  percentage  which 
failed  to  satisfy  the 
standard 

547(15-  2$) 

547(l5°2$) 

Total  Noo  of  Licences  at 
31st  December*  1954 

1 

541 

— 

542 

Increase  in  No0  of  Licences 
during  the  year 

-1 

2 

— 

1 

Noo  and  percentage  of 
producers  whose  supplies 
failed  to  comply  with  the 
standard 

(a)  at  any  time  during  year 

287(52o2^) 

287(52o  7$) 

(b)  on  three  or  more  con- 
secutive occasions 

24(4° 4$) 

— 

24(4°  4^) 

*(c)  on  three  or  more 
occasions 

73(l3°5$) 

— 

73(13.5$) 

Noo  of  Licences  reported  to 
the  Committee  because  of 
unsatisfactory  results 
(2  samples) 

92(l6o7^) 

92(l6o7^) 

Noo  of  licences  suspended 

= 

11  (252.) 

- 

11  (2$) 

Noo  of  licences  revoked 

- 

- 

- 

- 

^Includes  supplies  entered  at  (b) 

Ao  Table  showing  number  of 

supplies  which  failed  in  2 

or  more 

consecutive  tests  during  the  yearD 

Noo  of  consecutive  testso 
2 3 4 5 6 

Noo  of  supplies  failing  tests  74  20  4 - 

*B0  Table  showing  number  of  supplies  which  failed  to  satisfy  the 
standard  on  one  or  more  occasions  during  the  yearD 

Noo  of  times  supplies  failed  tests 
during  yearc 

012345678 
No0  of  supplies  failing  tests  263  129  85  46  18  7 1 - 1 

^Includes  supplies  entered  at  Ac 


Total  Samples 

3593 

- Routine 

74 

- Qualifying  and  re-qualifyin 

179 

- Schools 

96 

- Distributors 

3942 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DAIRY  PREMISES 

ACCORDING  TO  PARISHES „ 


Certified 

Tuberculin 

Standard 

Ordinary 

Total 

Tested 

Colvend 

37 

2 

39 

Kirkbean 

- 

21 

- 

— 

21 

Kirkpatrick  Irongray 

- 

14 

- 

1 

15 

New  Abbey 

- 

20 

- 

- 

20 

Terregles 

- 

16 

- 

1 

17 

Troqueer 

- 

26 

- 

3 

29 

— 

134 

7 

141 

Balmaclellan 

29 

„ 

. 

29 

Crossmichael 

35 

- 

- 

35 

Dairy 

- 

5 

- 

- 

5 

Kells 

— 

6 

— 

— 

6 

Kirkgunzeon 

- 

17 

- 

1 

18 

Kirkpatrick  Durham 

1 

15 

- 

1 

17 

Lochrutton 

- 

15 

- 

2 

17 

Parton 

- 

11 

- 

- 

11 

1 

133 

- 

4 

138 

Balmaghie 

. 

22 

_ 

_ 

22 

Buittle 

— 

26 

— 

- 

26 

Kelton 

— 

24 

— 

1 

25 

Rerrick 

- 

32 

— 

1 

33 

Urr 

- 

39 

- 

1 

40 

- 

143 

- 

3 

146 

Anwoth 

8 

8 

Borgue 

- 

27 

— 

~ 

2? 

Girthon 

— 

10 

— 

1 

11 

Kirkcudbright 

- 

23 

- 

1 

24 

Kirkmabreck 

— 

15 

- 

— 

15 

Minnigaff 

— 

11 

— 

1 

12 

Tongland 

— 

20 

- 

- 

20 

Twynholm 

- 

17 

— 

- 

17 

- 

131 

- 

3 

134 

EASTERN 

<=> 

134 

<=» 

7 

141 

NORTHERN 

1 

133 

- 

4 

138 

SOUTHERN 

- 

143 

- 

3 

146 

WESTERN 

— 

131 

3 

134 

1 

541 

- 

17 

559 

2°  Icecreamo  This  is  dealt  with  by  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  in 

his  report 0 

3°  Meat  Slaughtering o Most  of  the  slaughtering  is  carried  out  at 

Castle  Douglas  SI  aught  erhouseo  There  are  two  private  si  aught  erhousesj, 

one  at  Kirkcudbright  and  one  at  Nsw  Galloway0 

4»  Food  Poisoningo  There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified 
to  this  Department o 

5°  Nutritiono  No  special  investigation  was  made  during  the  yearQ 
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MISCELLANEOUS o 


lo  National  Assistance  Act©  1948 o 

(i)  Carlingwark  House,  Castle  Douglas o Carlingwark  House  continued,  to 
function  satisfactorily,  and  remained  throughout  the  year  filled  to 
capacityo  Liaison  is  maintained  with  the  Almoner  at  the  Dumfries  and 
Galloway  Royal  Infirmary,  and  arrangements  mad©  for  the  admission  to 
Part  III  accommodation  in  Carlingwark  House  or  Cunningham©  Home  of 
suitable  old  people  who  are  being  discharged  from  hospitalo  By  main- 
taining this  liaison9  it  is  found  that  beds  for  chronic  sick  patients 
from  the  district  are  more  easily  obtained,  and  the  waiting  time  often 
considerably  reducedo  As  far  as  Carlingwark  House  is  concerned,  by 
having  a Matron  who  is  a trained  nurse,  it  has  been  found  possible  and 
practicable  to  retain  a number  of  old  people  in  the  home,  who  normally 
would  come  into  the  category  of  frail  ambulant © The  regulations  laid 
down  by  the  Health  Committee  regarding  admission  to  Carlingwark  House 
have  been  interpreted  liberally  and  with  humanity,  and  it  can  truthfully 
be  said  that  no  old  person  in  need  of  care  and  attention  has  fallen 
between  the  Local  Authority  on  the  one  hand  and  the  Hospital  Authority 
on  the  other0 


Carlingwark  Houseo 


Noo  of  residents  at 
Admitted  during  the 
Discharged  " 

Died  " 

No©  of  residents  at 


1^ 54  »©©0©00©00©©00©0©0©00©0© 

year  00000000000000090000000000 


M 

ooooooooooa>9«90oeoooeeooo9 

If 

ooooooooooooooooooooooo«oo 


31/12/54 


0000090000 


00900900090 


Cunningham©  Homeo 

Noo  of  Stewartry  residents  at  1/1/54  <>  o » » • o 0 o o o © o o o 

Admitted  during  the  year  ©ooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

Di scharged  during  the  y ear  oooocooooooooooooooooooo 
•No o of  r e sident s at  3 l/l 2 j 54  oo®ooooooooo©oooo<&«o«o 


In  other  Institutionso 


Noo  of  residents  at  l/l/54 
Admitted  during  the  year 
Discharged  during  the  year 
No©  of  Residents  at  31/12/54 


000000000000009990000000 

ooooooooooeooooooooooooooo 

000000000000000000000090 
0000000000000000090000 


M F 

10  18 

7 6 

4 5 

2 1 

11  18 


3 5 

1 4 

1 4 

3 5 


1 2 
1 1 
1 

2 2 


Total 

28 

13 

9 

3 

29 


8 

5 

5 

8 


3 
2 
1 

4 


(ii)  Welfare  Services© 


Dumfries  and  Galloway  Mission  to  the  Blindo  The  Welfare  Services  for 
the  blind  continued  to  function  efficiently  and  satisfactorily  during 
the  year©  Certification  and  Registration  are  arranged  by  this  Depart- 
ment, and  the  Consultant  Ophthalmologist  from  Ayr  pays  domiciliary 
visits,  and  sees  cases  at  Clinics  in  Castle  Douglas  or  Newton  Stewart, 
as  necessary© 


Noo  of  Blind  Persons  on  Register  at  l/l/54  °o©©o©©© 
New  cases  certified  during  the  year  ©©©©©©©o©©©©©©© 
Transferred  from  other  areas  oooooooooo©oooooooooo« 


Died  within  the  year 


000000000000900000000000000000 


Of  this  numbers 

Employed  in  workshops  oooooooooooooooo6oooooo©ooooo 
In  open  employment  oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
Suitable  for  employment  oooo©cooooooooooooooooooooo 
Not  suitable  for  employment  oooooooooooooo©oooooooo 


M 

F 

Total 

23 

21 

44 

4 

6 

10 

1 

- 

1 

28 

27 

55 

2 

3 

5 

H 

2 

2 

l 

— 

1 

l 

— 

1 

24 

22 

46 

26 

24 

50 

23 


(iii)  Deaf  or  Dumbo  Arrangements  were  made  for  Welfare  Services  with 
the  Dumfriesshire  and  Kirkcudbright shir®  Mission  to  the  D@af  and  Dumb 
during  the  year,,  The  services  given  do  not  compare  favourably  with 
those  given  to  the  Blind?  and  the  arrangements  will  be  reviewed  annually,, 

(iv)  Crippleso  No  arrangements  have  been  made  for  a Welfare  Service 

for  Crippleso 

(v)  Registration  and  Inspection  of  homes  for  disabled  and  old  personso 
One  Old  People0  s Home  was  registered  during  the  year?  namely? 

Machermore  Castle?  Minnigaff o The  Home  is  run  by  a Voluntary  Organisation? 

and  has  allowed  for  30  residents?  mainly  in  single  rooms,, 

(vi)  Removal so  There  were  no  removals  during  the  year,, 

(vii)  Care  of  Property,,  In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take 
charge  of  propertyQ 

(viii)  Burial So  No  burials  of  unclaimed  bodies  were  undertaken  during  the 

year0 

2o  Health  Educationo 

As  in  previous  years  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education 
organised  a Lecture  Tour  in  the  County  from  1st  to  6th  Marcho 

3®  Flooding,, 

The  year  under  review  was  generally  wet?  and  during  the  night  28th/29th 
October  there  was  continuous  exceptionally  heavy  rain0  All  of  the  rivers 
in  the  County  were  in  spate?  and  a considerable  number  of  burns  draining 
into  rivers  caused  flooding  at  various  places?  including  Palnackie?  Gelston? 
and  Twynholm0  At  Greet own?  the  Balloch  Burn  and  Moneypool  Burn  overflowed? 
and  in  the  case  of  the  Balloch  Burn?  a considerable  amount  of  debris  was 
brought  down  with  the  flood  water  which  damaged  a number  of  houses,,  In  all? 
47  houses  were  flooded  and  there  was  damage  to  furnishings  and  personal 
clothingo 

An  Emergency  Relief  Centre  was  set  up  at  the  Town  Hall  in  th® 
afternoon  of  29th  October  and  meals  were  supplied  by  the  School  Meals 
Service,,  Blankets  and  bedding  were  supplied  by  this  Department „ All  the 
homeless  families  were  cared  for  by  friends  or  relatives  until  their  houses 
were  rendered  fit  to  liv®  in  again?  and  a Relief  Fund  was  set  up  by  the 
Convener  of  the  County  Council „ 

Help  was  also  given  by  the  WoVoSo  and  the  Stewartry  Branch  of  the 
British  Red  Cross  Society?  in  the  form  of  clothing  and  household  utensils? 
and  these  were  distributed  by  the  District  Nurse/Health  Visitor,,  Thar® 
was  further  flooding  on  the  11th  November?  but  this  was  not  so  extensive 
as  on  the  29th  October?  and  on  the  13th  November  the  Relief  Centre  was 
closedo 
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STEWABTRY  of  KIRKCUDBRIGHT 


To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland, 

The  County  Council  of  the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright, 
The  Town  Councils  of  Kirkcudbright 

Castle  Douglas 
Dalbeattie 
New  Galloway 
Gatehouse  o' 


My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Department  of  Health, 
I have  prepared,  and  herewith  submit , my  report  upon  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  County  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954° 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  CLEMIEo 

County  Sanitary  Inspector,, 


Sanitary  Department 
Dunmuir  Road, 

Castle  Douglaso 
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HOUSING . 

During  the  year  89  Gounty  Council  houses  war®  completed  and  15  new 
houses  for  erection  by  private  enterprise  were  approvedo  23  applications 
were  received  for  the  erection  of  new  houses  with  the  assistance  of  Grant 
under  Section  3?  89  were  approved  for  reconstruction  and  modernisation 
with  the  aid  of  Grant  under  Section  111,  and  71  plans  were  approved  for 
the  improvement  of  properties,  @ogo  addition  of  scullery,  ‘bathroom,  bed- 
rooms,  WoCo°s,  etCo  without  Grant  assistance,  and  in  some  cases  complete 
reconstructiono 

The  procedure  has  been  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year  in  dealing 
with  unfit  houses,  namely,  that  when  an  applicant  for  a County  Council 
house  has  been  allocated  a house,  the  property  has  been  inspected,  and  if 
found  unfit  dealt  with  under  Section  9°  To  date  no  notices  have  been 
served  under  Section  7 9 but  it  would  appear  that  reasonable  progress  is 
being  made  regarding  modernisation  of  existing  properties  when  one 
considers  the  figures  stated  abov@o 

No  overcrowding  survey  has  been  carried  out,  and  therefore,  it  is 
not  possible  to  give  any  indication  on  overcrowding,, 

Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,,  1950  m 52° 

Section  3o  During  the  year  23  applications  for  Grant  were  received  in 
respect  of  1 three-apartment,  20  four-apartment  and  2 five-apartment 
houseSo  Grants  were  approved  in  respect  of  1 three-apartment,  20  four- 
apartment  and  2 five-apartment  houses o 

6 four-apartment  and  1 five-apartment  houses  were  completed  during 
the  year,  making  a total  of  7 three-apartment,  108  four-apartment,  and 
10  five-apartment  houses  completed  with  the  aid  of  Grant  since  the  Scheme 

came  into  forc@0 


Noo  of  visits  of  inspection  ooocoooo  105° 

Section  lllo  92  applications  for  Improvement  Grant  were  received  during 
the  year,,  89  of  these  were  approved  and  3 withdrawn  217  visits  of 

inspection  were  carried  outo 

Section  9o  32  Representations  were  made  and  Notices  in  terms  of  Section 
9 were  servedo  15  Closing  Orders  and  12  Demolition  Orders  were 
pronounced,  3 undertakings  given  and  2 cancellations 

Section  60  No  detailed  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  carried  outo 
Inspections  have  been  mad®  only  on  receipt  of  complaints  or  dealing  with 

a house  under  Section  9° 

Section  5°  No  notices  have  been  served  under  this  S@ction° 

Section  7o  No  notices  have  been  served  under  this  Sectiono 

BUILDING  BYELAWS o 

The  number  of  plans  lodged  for  approval  was  492°  In  most  cases  the 
builder,  architect  @r  owner  requested  a meeting  at  the  site  of  alterations 
with  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  this  eliminated  a great  deal  of  adjust- 
ment to  plans  submittedo  Details  regarding  the  water  and  drainage  could 
also  be  discussed  and  advice  given  regarding  the  requirements  of  the  Bye- 
laws, and  details  of  requirements  for  qualification  for  Grants  for  recon- 
struction and  new  houses© 

The  works  were  regularly  inspected  during  progress  and  on  completion 
and  the  drains,  septic  tanks  and  disposal  of  effluent  were  inspected,  and 

where  necessary  smok9  testedo 

The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  was  679  a&d 
number  of  drain  teste  carried  out  was  287° 
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DETAILS  OF  PLANS 


New  Houses 


Private  ( 15 ) 

County  Council  ( 31 ) 
Section  3 ( 23 ) o o o o o • o 


oocoocoooooooooooooooo©oocooo©oo©oooooo©«ooo 
ooftooeooeeoooooooooooooooooooooooocoooo 
ooooooooooooooooooooooeooooooooooooo 


Alterations  to  Houses 

Without  of*  Girant  oooooo«o©oooooo© 

Section  111  0000000000090000000000009 

Dairy  Premises  (New)  ®. ...... 

Other  Farm  Buildings  o ® 

Garages 

Temporary  Houses  ®®®.®o® 

Petrol  Pumps 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Summer  Hut s oooo««c>oooooo®ooo®®oo®*ooooooo 
Electricity  Supplies  000000000000090000000 
Others 
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36 

31 
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2 
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10 
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SCAVENGING 

This  year  a new  district  was  formed  in  the  Parish  of  Kirkcudbright 
to  include  a number  of  properties  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Burgh  of 
Kirkcudbright o An  extension  of  the  existing  district  was  also  made  at 
Hardgate  and  Haugh  of  Urr  in  the  Parish  of  Urr  to  include  properties 
outwith  the  existing  district 0 

The  arrangements  for  the  collection  of  the  refuse  is  unchanged® 

Two  10  cubic  yard  side  loading  vehicles  are  employed  by  contract  and  the 
vehicles  cover  approximately  340  miles  each  week® 

A possible  extension  of  the  Scheme  would  be  the  inclusion  of 
properties  situated  within  a reasonable  distance  of  the  road,  but  to  do 
this  would  mean  an  increase  in  the  number  of  scavenging  vehicles  with  an 
appropriate  increase  in  the  cost  of  the  service,  and  it  is  very  doubtful 
if  the  advantage  to  be  gained  would  justify  the  expenditure®  At  present 
the  household  refuse  of  roadside  houses  situated  on  the  route  taken  by  the 
vehicles  is  uplifted,  if  at  all  possible,  when  application  is  made,  and  a 
special  charge  is  made®  The  number  of  applications  made  for  the  service 
this  year  was  10,  making  a total  of  50  altogether,  three  of  the  applica- 
tions being  rejected® 

Three  refuse  tips  are  used  in  the  Scheme®  Aucheninnes  serves  the 
Eastern  Area  of  the  County  and  comprises  14  acres  of  mossland®  A steel 
cage  covered  with  wire  netting  has  been  erected  and  this  greatly  assists 
in  keeping  the  area  of  the  tip  tidy®  The  Central  Area  is  served  by 

Castle  Douglas  Burgh  tip  which  is  also  mossland®  A rental  is  paid  by  the 
County  to  the  Burgh  for  the  use  of  the  tip®  The  Western  Area  is  served 
by  Stronord  tip,  which  is  situated  near  the  village  of  Palnure®  This  tip 
was  a disused  mine  shaft  and  has  proved  to  be  fairly  satisfactory®  It 
was  stated  in  last  year0  s report  that  it  was  doubtful  if  the  tip  would 
last  a further  year,  but  it  has,  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  last  load 
of  refuse  is  being  dumped  at  Castle  Douglas®  I cannot,  however,  foresee 
it  lasting  a further  year® 

40,652  miles  were  traversed  by  the  vehicles  and  3?  794  tons  11  cwts® 
of  refuse  was  collected  during  the  year® 

129  visits  of  inspection  were  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
during  the  year  in  the  supervision  of  the  Scheme® 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 <, 

There  were  201  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year§ 

95  in  the  landward  area  and  106  in  the  Burghs^  177  with  mechanical 
power  and  16  without  mechanical  power0  8 premises  under  Section  7 
which  are  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  are  also  includedo 

227  visits  of  inspection  were  carried  out  to  these  premises  during 

the  year0 

The  following  cases.,  reported  by  HoM»  Inspector  of  Factories  in  the 

course  of  inspections,  were  dealt  withs- 

No  artificial  means  of  lighting  provided  for  Wo  Co  apartment  - 1 
Main  roof  of  building  unsafe  - 1 

The  owners  were  in  each  case  advised  and  the  matter  remediedo  The 
following  is  a note  of  the  industries  carried  on  in  the  various 

factories;- 


Factories  using  Mechanical  Power< 


oooo©»oooo 


o o o o o 


o o © 
o o o 
o o o 
o o o 
o o o 


o o o o o 
o o o o o 
o o o o o 
o © o o o 
o o o o o 


o o © 
o o o 
o o o 
coo 
o o o 
o o o 
o o o 
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Agricultural  Engineers  oooooooooo 
Ammunition  Inspection  & Cleaning 
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Boot  Repairs 
Bone  Manure  o 0 » 
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Cattle  Food  Oooo....o»o 
Cream,  Butter  & Cheese 
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Factories  using  no  Mechanical  Power o 

Baker  000000000000009000000000000000000000000000 
Boots  0©000000©0©©000000000000000000000000000000 

Dr  ©SS  3>  1 t ©Pcii#  X 0X3.S  000©©0©#©©00000000000000000000 

Hosiery  OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

J Oiner  00©0000000900000000000000000000000000c000 

Sculptor  OOOOOOOOOOOOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

Tailor  0000000©«90909000000000000000000000000000 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ( ADULTERATION ) ACT,  1928 „ 


During  the  year  216  samples  (31  formal  and  185  test)  were  taken  hy  the 


sampling  officers  under  the  above  Acte 
the  following  tableo 

Article 
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Ice  Cream 
Baking  Powder 
Strawberry  Jam 
Margarine  0 
Sponge  Pudding 
Arrowroot 
Coffee  & Chicory  0 
Veal  and  Ham  Paste 
Welsh  Rarebit 
Evaporated  Milk 
Cream 
Olive  Oil 
Pineapple  Juice 
Gooseberry  Jam 
Mine©  Chicken 
Beans 

Dr©ssed  Crab 

Mince  0000000000000000000000 
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Condensed  Mrlk  oooooooo©©©©© 
Liquid  Paraffin  © 
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Castor  Oil  ooooooo«©«©oooo©o 
Cornflour 
Custard  Powder 
Beef*  Tongue  & Ham  Paste 
Meat  Paste*  Turkey  & Tongue 
Salad  Cream© 

Curry  Powder 
Bovril 
Noodle  Soup 
Health  Salts 
I ea  000000000000000000000000 
Garden  Peas 
Morfat  Whipping  0...0 
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Cooking  Fat 
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Pork  Sausage 
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Details  of  the  samples  are  given  in 


Formal  Test  Total  Adulterated 
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The  Public  Analyst  reported  an  informal  sample  of  mince  as  being  not 
genuine  in  that  it  contained  620  parts  per  million  hy  weight  or  thereby  of 
Sulphur  Dioxide©  On  a formal  sample  being  taken*  however*  it  was  found  to 
be  genuine© 

An  informal  sample  of  ioe  cream  was  stated  to  be  not  genuine  in  respect 
that  it  was  deficient  of  at  least  18  per  cent  of  fat©  The  sample  contained 
4°1  per  cent  hy  weight  of  fat*  whereas,  according  to  the  Food  Standards  (Ice 
Cream)  Order,  1953?  genuine  ice  cream  should  contain  not  less  than  5 per  cent 
of  fat©  The  vendor  was  warned© 

A test  sample  of  milk  was  reported  by  the  County  Analyst  as  being  not 
genuine  in  that  it  was  deficient  in  Non-Fatty  Solids  equivalent  to  the  addition 


of  10  per  cent  or  thereby  of  water,  The  sample  contained  Jo 6^  per  cent 
or  thereby  of  Non-Fatty  Solids,  whereas  genuine  milk  should  contain  not 
less  than  8,5  per  cent  of  Non~Fatty  Solids  according  to  the  Sale  of  Milk 
Regulations,  1901,  Following  this  information,  10  formal  samples  were 
taken  from  the  whole  consignment  and  the  Analyst  reported  that  two  of  the 
formal  samples  were  not  genuine  in  respect  that  they  were  deficient  in 
Non-Fatty  Solids  equivalent  to  the  addition  of  18  and  19  per  cent  of  water 
respectivelyo 

When  certain  facts  were  presented,  it  was  decided  not  to  proceed  with 
legal  proceedings,  The  producer  was  warned, 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES  &©,  IN  FOOD) 

REGULATIONS » 


Fourteen  samples  of  mince  and  five  ©f  sausages  were  submitted  for 
analysis,  and  all  examined  for  the  presence  of  preservatives.  One  test 
sample  was  found  to  contain  an  excess  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  and  a formal 
sample  was  taken,  but  this  was  found  to  be  genuine, 

LABELLING  OF  FOOD  ORDER, 


A jar  labelled  "Dressed  Crab"  was  submitted  for  analysis.  The 
Analyst  reported  that,  in  his  opinion,  Dressed  Crab  should  consist 
-entirely  of  the  edible  portion  of  the  crab,  whereas  in  this  instance  the 
analysis  showed  the  sample  to  contain  crab  meat  mixed  with  other  ingredient 
In  the  Analyst0 s opinion  the  words  "Dressed  Crab"  on  the  label  contravened 
Act  4 of  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953?  in  respect  that  they  were 
misleading. 

The  firm  was  advised  and  requested  to  rectify  the  matter, 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS, 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  l897o  Section  43, 

Attention  is  given  to  the  detection  of  unsound  food  during  the  visits 
to  shops.  The  shopkeeper,  in  most  cases,  is  alive  to  the  danger  of 
blown  tins  and  unsound  food,  and  notifies  this  Department  when  he  is 
suspicious  of  anything  out  of  the  ordinary. 

During  the  year  articles  of  food  surrendered  and  destroyed  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  resulted  in  41  Certificates  being  issued  to  holders 
of  the  goods.  The  weight  of  the  foodstuff  involved  amounted  to  459  lbs, 

5 ozs,  and  covered  a wide  variety,  @,g®  Luncheon  Meat,  Boiled  Ham,  Soups, 
Condensed  Milk,  Sugar,  Fish,  Fruit,  etc, 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926, 

The  requirements  of  this  Act  also  receive  the  attention  ©f  this 
Department  during  routine  visits  to  the  shops, 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STAFFS  ACT,  1926, 

No  complaints  were  received  under  the  above  Act  this  year, 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CLEANSING  OF  SHELL-FISH)  ACT,  1932, 

A representative  from  the  Department  of  Health  interviewed  the 
people  who  work  the  shell  fish  beds  at  Heston  Island,  and  made  enquiries 
regarding  the  possible  contamination  of  the  beds  from  sewage.  The 
position  of  the  present  beds  appears  to  be  fairly  free  from  any  likely 

pollution. 


FOOD  HYGIENE, 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year  and,  so  far, 
no  regulation  has  materialised  to  deal  with  food  hygiene, 

THE  PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951, 

There  are  no  registered  shops  under  the  above  Act  in  the  County, 
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THE  ALKALI  &sOQ 


ffQRKS  (SCOTLAND) 


So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  there  are  no  factories  in  the  County- 
discharging  "noxious  or  offensive  gas"  as  defined  in  terms  of  the  above 
Order o 


METHYLATED  SPIRITS  (SALE  BY  RETAIL)  ( SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1914c 

There  are  16  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  for  the  sale  of 
methylated  spirits*  and  visits  of  inspection  were  carried  out  regularly® 

PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933® 

The  Poison  List  j Amendment ) Order, 1951® 

There  are  23  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  for  the  sale  of 
poison  in  terms  ©f  the  Act*  and  visits  of  inspection  were  carried  out 
regularly® 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 , 

There  are  no  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  in  the  County® 

SHOP  ACT,  1950® 

Section  38®  Action  was  taken  in  two  cases  for  the  introduction  of  water 
supply  and  washhand  basins  in  premises*  and  these  were  installed® 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1914® 

The  Department  of  Health  representative  carried  out  a survey  of  a 
number  of  premises  at  the  beginning  of  the  year*  and  at  about  the  same 
time  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  carried  out  a survey  of  all  dairy  premises  in 
the  County® 

A detailed  list  of  all  the  defects  that  were  found  was  communicated  to 
the  producers®  In  many  cases  the  repairs  were  quite  extensive  and  in  a 
number  of  instances  unregistered  byres  were  being  used  for  dairy  purposes® 

It  is  hoped  that  in  the  spring  of  1955  a further  inspection  will  he  carried 
out  to  ascertain  whether  the  repairs  have  been  carried  out®  According  to 
the  requirements  of  the  Dairy  Byelaws,  a twice  yearly  inspection  of  all 
dairy  premises  should  be  carried  out*  but  when  it  is  considered  that  there 
are  almost  600  registered  premises*  this  is  rather  a formidable  task  if 
other  duties  are  to  receive  attention® 

The  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board  pilot  scheme  for  the  collection  of 
milk  by  the  tanker  system  has  now  commenced  and  appears  to  be  working  fairly 
satisfactorily®  One  of  the  main  aspects  is  the  saving  of  labour  in  cleaning 
creamery  cans  and  the  retaining  of  milk  at  a temperature  of  40  ® 

Registration®  During  the  year  9 premises  were  brought  into  conformity  with 
the  Dairy  Byelaws  and  were  registered®  There  were  15  Transfers  of  Regist- 
ration and  26  Amended  Registrations,  a total  of  50  for  the  year®  In  each 
case  the  Sanitary  Inspector  made  an  inspection  and  the  applicant  was  informed 
of  the  defects,  if  any*  and  an  Undertaking  was  obtained  from  him  that  the 
works  would  be  completed  at  an  early  date,  before  registration  was  recommendedo 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  registered  premises  within  the  County 
at  31st  December*  1954s- 

No o of  pr eml s es  regist er ed  at  l/ 1 J 54  ®oooooooooeoo»»«o»»»»o»®«  552 

No  o of  pr  eml s e s r egi s t er  ed  dur ing  1954  ooooooooooo«oooooo»o»ooo  9 

No o of  pr emi s e s r egi s t er ed  at  3l/l 2/ 54  oooooooooooooooooooooooo  5^1 

No  o of  pr  emi  ses  still  to  be  r egi  s t er  ed  oooo®o®®oooo«ooooooooooo  'J 

ICE  CREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS®  1948® 

At  31st  December*  1954?  there  were  24  Certificates  of  Registration  in 
force  in  respect  of  premises  and  5 Certificates  of  Registration  in  respect  of 
vehicles  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream® 

The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  position  with  regard  to 
applications  :=■ 


Premises 


Vehicles 


No.  of  registrations  granted  oooo©ooooo©©o©oooooooo  1 
No©  of  r ©gxstr a t i ons  cancelled  oooo®.oo.oooo©ooo®oo  1 
Total  No©  of  registrations  in  force  at 

31st  Dec emb ©r , 1934  ooo©oooooooooo©©o©o.qo.oq.qoo  24 


2 

1 

5 


Sampling©  During  the  year  there  were  62  samples  of  ioe  cream  taken  for 
■bacteriological  examination  The  following  table  shows  the  position  with 
regard  to  the  results  ©f  the  analysis  of  these  sampless- 


Description 


Loose  Ice  Cream 
Pre-packed  Ice  Cream 

TOTAL 


Noo  of  Samples  No©  of  satis-  No0  of  unsatis° 
Examined  factory  results  factory  results 

52  42  10 

10  8 2 

62  50  12 


It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  table  that  12  of  the  samples  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  were  unsatisfactory^  of  these  6 were  from 
one  manuf acturer,  2 from  another,  and  1 each  from  two  other  manufacturer s© 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  two  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  from 
pre-packed  ice  cream©  In  one  instance  B0  coli  was  present  in  3 tubes,  and 
in  the  other  the  bacterial  count  was  over  100,000© 

As  stated  on  previous  occasions,  there  is  no  bacteriological  standard 
laid  down  for  ice  cream  in  the  Regulations,  but  it  is  suggested  by  the 
Department  of  Health  that  a bacterial  count  of  more  than  100,000  organisms 
per  gram  or  the  presence  of  coliform  organisms  in  l/lOOth  part  of  a gram  of 
ice  cream  may  reasonably  be  taken  as  suggesting  the  possibility  of  a fault 
in  methods  of  manufacture,  storage  or  distribution  of  ice  cream,  and  it  has 
been  accordingly  recommended  that  Local  Authorities  adopt  these  provisional 
standards  as  an  administrative  aid© 

79  retailers  ©f  pre-packed  ice  cream  ar©  on  the  register  and  while  it 
is  not  necessary  under  the  Regulations  for  these  premises  to  be  registered, 
this  Department  has  been  notified  in  most  cases  by  the  retailer  or  the 
manufacturer,  and  consent  obtained  previous  to  the  premises  being  supplied© 
143  visits  of  inspection  etc©,  to  premises  were  mad®  during  the  year© 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS©  1932© 

Hawking  of  Meat©  Under  Article  15>  one  licence  is  still  in  existence© 

The  storage  accommodation  was  inspected  from  time  to  time  during  the  year, 
and  was  found  to  he  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition© 

Meat  Inspection©  The  majority  of  slaughtering  takes  place  at  Castle 
Douglas  slaughterhouse,  and  the  meat  inspection  is  carried  out  there  by  a 
part-time  Meat  Inspector©  The  meat  is  afterwards  distributed  to  the 
butchers  throughout  the  County  by  motor  transport©  The  following  ar® 
details  of  animals  slaughtered  and  carcases  wholly  and  partially  condemned 
during  the  year© 


Class  of  Animals 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Weight  (in  lbs) 
Condemned 
Meat 

and  Offals© 

Cattle 

2116 

28 

23 

19865 

Sheep 

34076 

79 

28 

5179 

Pigs 

799 

- 

3 

374 

Calves 

4946 

87 

1 

4572 

41937 

194 

55 

29990 

There  are  now  two  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  County,  one  in  the 
Burgh  of  Kirkcudbright  owned  by  Messrs©  Rogerson  & Black,  Bacon  Curers, 
Kirkcudbright,  and  the  other  in  the  Burgh  of  New  Galloway© 

As  stated  in  last  year°s  report,  new  premises  were  being  erected  by 
Messrs©  Rogerson  & Black  in  the  Burgh  of  Kirkcudbright©  These  have  now 
been  completed  and  occupied,  and  this  has  greatly  improved  the  slaughter- 
ing facilities©  The  premises  at  New  Galloway  are  owned  by  Mr©  John 
Paterson  who  carries  on  a retail  butcher” s business  in  the  Burgh©  The 
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si aught erhous#  was  closed,  down  in  about  1940?  and  the  Town  Council  granted 
Mro  Paterson  a Licence  this  y©arQ 

Meat  inspection  is  carried  out  regularly  at  both  premises  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  acting  as  Detection  Officer  and,  when  he  considers  it 
necessary,  requests  the  services  of  the  County  Meat  Officero 

The  following  are  details  of  animals  slaughtered  and  carcases  wholly 
and  partially  condemned  during  the  year,  at  Kirkcudbright  and  New  Galloway:- 


Kirkcudbright : 
Class  of  Animals 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

'■■■■  "I  I--H- 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Weight  (in  lbs®) 
Condemned  Meat 
and  Off also 

Pigs 

6027 

5 

3 

887 

New  Galloways 
Cattle 

51 

37 

Sheep 

149 

- 

- 

29 

Total 

200 

«• 

- 

66 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1897 „ 
OFFENSIVE  TRADES o 


There  is  one  offensive  trade  in  terms  of  the  above  Section  and  that 
is  a Knackery  which  is  situated  near  the  village  of  Rhonehouseo  The 
premises  are  well  removed  from  habitation  and  visits  of  inspection  made 
throughout  the  year  have  always  found  that  the  business  is  carried  out  in  a 
satisfactory  mannerc  No  complaints  were  receivedo 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 o 


The  same  procedure  has  been  carried  out  as  in  previous  years,  namely, 
that  the  survey  of  all  premises  in  the  County  has  been  continued,  this  of 
course  has  been  interrupted  considerably  by  requests  for  the  Rat  Trapper" s 
services  from  industrial  premises,  farms,  factories,  etc0,  and  complaints 
from  private  dwellinghouseso  Payment  of  7/6d  per  visit,  and  the  same  charge 
for  every  hour  thereafter,  is  made  for  the  Officer0 s service;  this  includes 
the  bait  and  poisono  Dwellinghouses  are  treated  free  of  charges  Treatment 
is  also  carried  out  at  refuse  tips  in  the  Burghs  and  Gounty0 

Warfarin  continues  to  be  the  poison  mainly  used,  and  it  has  been  found 
to  be  the  safest  preparation  for  all  premiseso  Cyanogas  and  traps  are  also 
used  if  requiredo 

One  Rat  Surveyor/Trapper  is  employed  by  the  County  under  the  above  Act, 
and  a motor  cycle  and  sidecar  is  provided  as  transport o 


The  following  table  gives  details 

of  the 

type  of 

premises 

and  the 

number 

of 

visits  of  inspection  to  these  premisess= 

Local 

Authority  Dwelling 
Properties  Houses 

Business  or 
Industrial 
Premises 

Agri- 

cultural 

Properties 

TOTAL 

I. 

Number  of  properties  inspected  by  Ih©  Local 
Authority  during  1954  as  a result  of  noti- 
fication or  otherwise  .................... 

17 

226 

20 

484 

747 

ii. 

Number  of  above  properties  found  to  b® 
infested  by  rats  or  mice  ...... 

12 

60 

10 

111 

193 

hi. 

Number  of  above  Infested  properties  cleared 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Local  Authority;— 

(1)  as  separate  units  .................... 

(2)  in  course  of  "Block"  operations  carried 
out  under  Section  6(1)  or  under  Informal 

12 

60 

10 

111 

193 

arrangements  ...............  ... ....... 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  ................ 

12 

60 

10 

Ill 

193 

Number  of  "Block"  operations  carried  out;  NIL 

IV.  Number  of  notices  served  under  Section  4 s— 

(1)  Treatment  NIL 

(2)  Works  NIL 

V.  Number  of  cases  in  which  default  action  was 

taken  by  Local  Authority  following  issue 

of  notice  under  Section  4.  NIL 

VI.  Number  of  notices  Issued  under  Section  6(2)  NIL 

VII.  Number  of  ships  treated  NIL 

VIII.  Number  of  Rodent  Control  Certificates  issued  NIL 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1897 o 
Nuisances  and  Complaints 

In  the  year  91  complaints  were  received  and  149  visits  were  made,, 

The  complaint©  were  mainly  in  connection  with  defective  drainage,  dampness 
in  houses,  illicit  dumpings,  ©tc„  Most  of  the  complaints  were  abated  on 
the  author  being  notifiedo 

SMOKE  EMISSION,, 


The  factory  adjoining  a Burgh  again  gave  rise  to  a nuisance  by  the 
excessive  emission  of  black  smokeo  It  appears  that  additional  plant  was 
installed  after  the  smoke  nuisance  was  abated,  more  steam  was  required  and 
the  boilers  were  being  overloaded,.  The  firm  brought  in  experts  and  the 

nuisance  was  completely  abatedo 

Lectures  and  practical  demonstrations  were  also  arranged  for  the 
stokers  of  the  firm  by  the  Education  Department  in  collaboration  with  the 
National  Industrial  Fuel  Efficiency  Service,,  These  proved  to  be  very 
helpful  and  assisted  greatly  in  abating  the  nuisanc@o 

WATER  SUPPLIES o 


117  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis 
during  the  year.  Technical  advice  was  given  in  the  introduction  of  water 
supplies  to  farms  and  private  dwellings,.  The  source  of  water  supply  for 
new  houses  and  those  reconstructed  with  the  aid  of  Grant  is  fully 
investigated,  and  a sample  is  taken  for  analysis „ A number  ©f  samples 

were  also  taken  where  it  is  intended  to  renew  the  water  piping  with 
assistance  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture,, 

Monthly  bacteriological  sampling  of  village  and  burgh  water  supplies 
was  continued  during  the  year  and  230  samples  were  despatched  t©  the 
County  Bacteriologist,, 

379  visits  were  paid  by  the  Inspectors  in  connection  with  water 

supplieso 


RIVERS  (PREVENTION  OF  POLLUTION)  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1951o 

The  Solway  River  Purification  Board  (Area  & Establishment) 

Order,,  1953„ 

As  stated  in  previous  reports,  there  are  four  rivers  in  the  County, 
and  now  that  the  Solway  River  Purification  Board  has  been  established, 
there  will  possibly  be  more  direction  regarding  the  discharge  of  effluent o 

The  following  are  the  riverss-= 

River  Dee„  The  crude  sewage  from  the  Burgh  of  Kirkcudbright  is  discharged 
into  the  tidal  waters  of  this  river,  although  the  sewage  from  a new  housing 
scheme  for  approximately  50  “ 60  houses  is  discharged  into  a septic  tank 
before  finally  discharging  into  the  river,,  The  River  K@n,  a tributary  of 
the  Dee,  receives  the  effluent  from  the  sewage  tanks  of  the  Burgh  of  New 
Galloway  and  also  the  effluent  from  the  sewage  tank  from  the  village  of 
Dalryo 

River  Creep  The  villages  of  Minnigaff  and  Creebridge  are  a Special 
Drainage  District,  and  a proper  sewage  system  has  been  provided  with  a 
septic  tanko  The  effluent  from  the  tank  discharges  into  the  waters  of 
this  rivero  A small  sewage  scheme  has  recently  been  constructed  to  take 
the  sewage  from  approximately  30  =•  40  houses  at  Kirroughtree,  Minnigaffo 

River  Urr„  Crude  sewage  from  the  Burgh  of  Dalbeattie  is  discharged  into 
the  tidal  waters  of  this  rivers  The  effluent  from  the  septic  tank  for 
Palnaokie  Special  Drainage  District  also  discharges  into  these  tidal 
waterso  The  effluent  from  the  septic  tank  in  connection  with  the  drainage 
system  for  Haugh  of  Urr  and  Hardgate  discharges  into  this  river,, 

River  Fleeto  The  effluent  from  the  sewage  tanks  of  the  Burgh  ©f  Gatehouse 
is  discharged  into  the  tidal  waters  of  this  river,, 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,, 

Investigations  and  disinfections  were  carried  out  and  reports  made  t© 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  connection  with  50  cases  of  infectious 

disease,. 
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BURGH  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT 

REPORT  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  TEAR  1954 

Water®  The  Loch  Whinyeon  supply  continues  to  he  of  good  quality  and 
ample  sufficiency®  Investigation  is  being  carried  out  on  ways  to 
augment  delivery  to  the  Screening  House  to  facilitate  supplying  additional 
water  to  the  County  Council® 

Sewers o With  the  exception  of  one  case,  the  sewers  have  functioned 
efficiently®  The  case  in  question,  the  collapse  of  the  sewer  at  Beacons- 
field  Place,  was  dealt  with  and  the  defective  stretch  renewedo  It  now 
functions  efficiently®  Forty-three  new  drainage  connections  have  been 
made,  the  work  being  to  my  satisfaction® 

Sewage  Disposal®  The  system  is  disposal  into  a tidal  estuary,  the  greater 
part  being  untreated®  A close  check  is  kept  on  the  upper  and  lower  reaches, 
and  no  offensive  matter  has  been  found  deposited  on  the  slopes  of  the 
banking® 

Housing®  Thirty  six  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  in  the  past  year® 
Continuous  bad  weather  has  held  up  work  on  the  remainder  but  progress  is  now 
being  made®  The  completion  on  the  roads  for  the  Weir  Timber  Housing  Site 
is  going  ahead  as  is  also  the  new  access  road  to  Dovecroft  by  Slaughterhouse 
Lane,  the  weather  again  having  held  up  progress® 

Refuse  Disposal®  This  is  applied  by  the  Oxford  method  of  controlled  tipping 
at  Barrhill  Quarry,  and  works  satisfactorily®  A new  access  road  is  being 
formed  to  the  Quarry  which  should  prolong  its  use  as  a tip  by  eighteen  months 
to  two  years®  Pest  control  is  carried  out  by  poisoning  and  appears  to  be 
eff  ective® 

Nuisances  and  Complaints®  Thirty  nine  complaints  were  received  during  the 
year  mainly  in  connection  with  housing,  drainage,  refuse,  etc®  Eighty-five 
visits  of  inspection  were  made  andall  complaints  were  remedied® 

Factories  and  Workshops®  Fifty  three  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  the 
various  factories  and  workshops  throughout  the  Burgh®  Two  cases  of  defective 
W®C®  fittings  were  found  and  were  immediately  rectified® 

Food  and  Drugs®  Three  hundred  and  fifty  eight  pounds,  fourteen  ounces  of 
mixed  tinned  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were 
disposed  of® 
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BURGH  OF  CASTLE  DOUGLAS 

Report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Year®  1954 

Refuse  Removal®  The  refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  a 12  cubic 
yard  low  loading  refuse  vehicle  which  is  giving  excellent  performance® 
Refuse  is  collected  daily  from  7° 30  a®m®  to  noon  by  two  collectors  and 
the  driver  of  the  vehicle® 

Another  service  which  is  still  rendered  by  the  department  is  the 
removal  in  reasonable  quantities  of  garden  refuse®  The  daily  yield  of 
household  refuse  was  approximately  8 tons® 

Disposal®  The  method  of  disposal  is  still  by  controlled  tipping  and 
throughout  the  year  this  branch  of  the  work  gave  no  cause  for  complaint® 
At  the  present  time  we  have  one  coup  situated  on  low  marshy  ground® 

This  dump  is  kept  under  periodic  inspection  by  a part-time  man  whose 
duty  it  is  to  spread  and  level  all  incoming  refuse  and  also  to  prevent 
any  paper  from  blowing  into  adjoining  property® 

Street  Sweeping®  Street  sweeping  was  performed  on  the  same  lines  as 
previously  and  continues  to  give  satisfaction®  Particular  attention  is 
given  to  the  daily  sweeping  of  classified  roads  and  the  periodic 
emptying  of  street  gullies® 

Nuisances®  Most  of  the  nuisances  consisted  of  stoppages  in  drains 
pertaining  to  our  own  houses  and  these  have  been  dealt  with  satisfactor- 
ily® Twenty  complaints  were  received  during  the  year9  viz:- 

10  referred  to  choked  drains® 

8 referred  to  dampness  on  outside  walls  of  Council 
houses® 

2 referred  to  water  supply® 

With  regard  to  the  water  supply9  these  complaints  were  of  insuff icient 
pressure  and  were  remedied  by  scraping  of  the  water  pipe® 

Sewage  Purification  and  Disposal®  The  system  of  sewage  purification  in 
the  Burgh  was  operated  efficiently  during  the  year®  Care  was  stressed 
with  the  operation  of  the  pumping  arrangements  to  prevent  flooding  of 
the  sedimentation  tanks  during  periods  of  heavy  rain® 

House  Drainage®  During  the  year  twenty  smoke  tests  were  carried  out  at 
the  housing  scheme  and  at  several  properties  in  the  Burgh  and  all  were 
passed  as  satisfactory® 

Slaughterhouse®  Fifty  two  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  the 
slaughterhouse  during  the  year,,  and  on  all  occasions  it  was  found  that 
the  premises  were  kept  in  good  condition®  Lime  washing.,  painting  and 


repairs  were  carried  out 

in  the 

spring  of 

the  year  by 

our  own  men  as  has 

always  been  the 
was  slaughtered: 

custom® 

During  the  year 

the  following  number 

of  animals 

Month 

Oxen 

Cows 

Bulls 

Calves 

Sheep 

Swine 

J anuary 

59 

30 

7 

820 

2469 

67 

February 

55 

29 

4 

1439 

3611 

92 

March 

62 

35 

6 

1675 

3057 

141 

April 

93 

26 

13 

510 

262 

118 

May 

90 

48 

6 

1210 

480 

153 

June 

58 

21 

15 

259 

841 

40 

July 

91 

- 

~ 

1 

159 

40 

August 

72 

- 

- 

1 

6059 

27 

September 

88 

2 

- 

71 

6155 

68 

October 

89 

2 

— 

825 

5669 

106 

November 

98 

9 

— 

484 

4279 

128 

December 

100 

23 

- 

283 

2515 

121 

955  225 

51 

7578 

36156 

1101 

Class  of  Animal 

Oxen 

Cows 

Bulls 

Calves 

Sheep 

Swine 


Number  Slaughtered 

955 

225 

51 

7578 

36156 

1101 
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Condemned  Meat 


28  cattle  carcases  9939  lbs© 

88  cattle  offals  8258  " 

23  cattle  carcases  (part)  1668  " 

79  sheep  carcases  2880  ” 

114  sheep  offals  2592  " 

28  sheep  carcases  (part)  70?  " 

87  calves  carcases  3752  " 

51  calves  offals  810  11 

1 calf  carcase  (part)  10  " 

28  pig  offals  358  " 

3 pig  carcases  (part)  26  ” 


Visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  butchers,  fishmongers;,  fruit  and  other 
shops  in  the  Burgh9  and  it  was  found  that  all  premises  were  kept  in  good 
conditiono 


Schoolso  All  schools  in  the  burgh  are  kept  in  a clean  condition  and 
buildings  in  good  order©  The  cleansing  and  flushing  of  all  sanitary- 
conveniences  receive  good  attention 

Water o During  the  year  the  water  level  of  Loch  Roan  maintained  a fairly 
constant  level o The  average  water  level  for  the  year  was  67  inches 

above  the  outlet  pip@Q  The  average  daily  consumption  for  the  Burgh  and 
district  was  3329OOQ  gallonso  The  Council  have  under  consideration  fil- 
tration and  chlorination  as  water  samples  have  been  unsatisfactory 0 

Housingo  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  26  4~apartment  and  38  3-apartment 
houses  were  under  construction,,  18  4-apartment  houses  and  18  3-apartment 
houses  were  completed  during  the  year© 


Private  Enterprise.,  One  house  was  completed  during  the  yearQ 

Sanitary  Improvement  So  The  following  improvements  were  carried  out  at 

existing  properties  during  the  year:- 


Jaso  Chart eris,  K ing  Street  oooooo««e»o©o#oooo 
Mr s o Riddick,  Cotton  Street  000000000000000000 
Ando  Briggs,  Threave  Terrace  ooooooooooooooooo 

Miss  Ao  Dougan,  Queen  Street  ooooooooooooooooo 

Mr»  Landsburgh,  Kirkland  Garage  00000000000000 


Installation  of  bathroom© 
Installation  of  bathroom0 
Installation  of  kitchen 
and  bathroom o 
Installation  of  bathroomo 
Alterations  at  W0C0  in 
garage o 


000000000 


Mr.  R0A0  Lockhart,  St©  Andrew  Street 
Jaso  Heugh,  Whitepark  Road  0000000000000000000 
Mrso  Warren,  Whitepark  Road 
Mr0  Montgomerie,  Sto  Andrew  Street  000 
J 33.  Rae,  Hight a©  0000000000000 


ooeooooooooooeoceo 
OOOOOOOO 

oooooooocoooooo 


Erection  of  Bungalowo 
Erection  of  Bungalowo 
Erection  of  Bungalowo 
Erection  of  Bungalowo 
Erection  of  dwell inghouseo 


Permission  was  given  during  the  year  for  the  erection  of  the  above  dwelling- 
housesc 


General  Inspections,,  The  public  conveniences  at  the  top  and  lower  ends  of 
the  town  are  kept  clean  and  well  looked  after  and  still  continue  to  be  of 
great  service  to  the  publico 
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BURGH  OF  DALBEATTIE 

Report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Year  1954* 

Water  Supply «,  There  were  no  complaints  received  in  respect  of  the  water 

supply,  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  special  precautions  at 
the  reservoir  this  year* 

Sewage  and  Drainage  System*  Ho  complaints  were  received  during  the  year 
and  the  system  continues  to  function  satisfactorily * 

Cleansing*  During  the  year  no  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of 
this  service*  The  refuse  dump  at  Moss  Road  is  kept  in  a satisfactory 

condition* 

Housing*  There  were  two  new  houses  completed  hy  private  enterprise* 

The  first  part  of  the  Copland  Street/William  Street  Housing  Scheme  was 
completed,  and  all  the  houses  are  now  ©ecupiedo  There  were  12  Closing 
Orders  made  in  respect  of  properties  from  which  the  tenants  had  been  re™ 
housed,  and  in  6 of  these  properties  plans  were  approved  in  respect  of  the 
provision  of  new  bathrooms,  sculleries  and  extra  bedrooms,  before  the 
Closing  Orders  were  rescinded* 

Public  Conveniences*  The  public  conveniences  in  the  Town  Hall  building 
were  redecorated  during  the  year,  but  the  conveniences  in  Cellist on  Park 
deteriorated  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  close  them 
until  such  time  as  they  can  be  repaired  or  rebuilt* 

Nuisances  and  Complaintso  16  nuisances  and  complaints  were  received  and 
investigated  during  the  year  and  in  no  instance  was  it  necessary  to  take 
statutory  action  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1897°  The  complaints  mainly 
consisted  of  dampness  and  disrepair  of  houses  and  choked  drains* 

Factories  and  Workshops*  32  inspections  were  made  in  respect  of 
factories  and  in  two  oases  the  owners  were  informed  regarding  defective 
WoC*°s  and  lack  of  cleanliness*  The  defaults  in  each  instance  were 

remedied* 

Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations*  1948*  Inspection  of  all  premises  wnere 
ice  cream  is  manufactured  and/or  retailed  continues  to  be  made*  During 
the  year  30  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst,  and 
all  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory* 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928*  22  samples  were  taken  during  the 

year  and  in  no  case  was  adulteration  found* 

Unsound  Food*  314  lbs*  of  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  were  dealt  with*  The  foodstuff  consisted  of  various  tinned 
foods* 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act„  1914°  Regular  inspections  continue  to  be 
made  to  all  milk  producers  and  retailers  within  the  Burgh  and  extensive 
repairs  were  completed  at  one  farm* 

Infectious  Diseases*  There  were  9 cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  the  year*  4 cases  were  removed  to  hospital  and  the  necessary 
precautions  were  adopted* 

Disinfections*  It  was  found  necessary  to  fumigate  houses  in  3 instances 
prior  to  the  removal  of  tenants  to  Council  houses* 
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BURGH  OF  NEW  GALLOWAY 


the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Year  1954c 


Water  Supply 0 A sample  of  the  water  is  taken  for  bacterilogical  examina- 

tion almost  every  month,  and  these  samples  have  proved  to  he  fairly  satis- 
factory0  No  complaints  were  made  regarding  the  supply  during  the  yearQ 

Drainage # No  further  complaints  have  been  received  from  the  owner  of 
Kenmure  Mains  Farm  regarding  the  discharge  of  the  effluent  from  the  septic 
tanko  The  drainage  appears  to  be  functioning  satisf actorily0 

Housingo  There  has  been  no  housing  development  in  the  Burgh  this  year, 
the  Forestry  Commission  houses  now  being  completed# 

Public  Convenience#  The  convenience  continued  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory 
mannero 

Nuisanceso  No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year# 

Factories  and  Workshops.*  During  the  year  9 inspections  of  factories  and 
workshops  were  madej  nothing  was  found  to  which  exception  could  be  taken# 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1932#  One  slaughterhouse  was  licensed 
during  the  year  and  meat  inspection  was  carried  out  frequently# 
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BURGH  OF  GATEHOUSE 


Report  By  the  Sanitary 


Water  Supply.,  Work  on  the  new  filter  beds,  etc*,  has  now  been  completed, 
and  the  system  seems  to  be  working  satisf aotorily0  Samples  of  the  supply 
are  taken  almost  every  month,  and  these  have  proved  to  be  fairly  satis- 
factory* 

Drainage o The  drainage  system  continues  to  work  efficiently  and  every- 
thing appeared  in  order* 

Scavenging  and  Cleansing*  These  services  continued  to  operate  success- 
fully during  the  year* 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914*  Milk  is  retailed  in  the  Burgh  by 
the  Stewartry  Dairy  Association,  Limited,  and  the  milk  is  produced  and 
bottled  at  the  one  designated  dairy  in  the  Burgh,  namely,  Messrs*  Grierson, 
Pulcree*  On  inspection,  the  premises  were  always  found  in  a satisfactory 
condition* 

Factories  and  Workshops*  12  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  factories 
and  workshops  within  the  Burgh,  but  nothing  was  found  to  which  exception 
could  be  taken* 

Nuisances*  No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year* 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICBc 


lo  General  Statistics 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


Population  of  the  Area 
Number  of  Schools s- 

(a)  Primary  Schools 

(b)  Junior  Secondary  Schools 

(c)  Senior  Secondary  Schools 

(d)  (l)  Special  Schools 
(2)  Special  classes  in  ordinary  schools 

(e)  In  receipt  of  Grant  from  Education  Authority 

and  under  Medical  Inspection  ®® 

(f)  Education  in  other  establishments  (Section  14) 

Education  (Scotland)  Act,  1946 


oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 


ooooooooooooooooooooooooeoo 


ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


oooooooo#e#o 


oooooooooooooooooooo 


oocoooooooooeoeoooeo 


Number  of  children  on  register 
Number  of  children  in  average  attendance 


ooooooeoeeoeoooooooo 


00000000000 


o • e o o 
00000 


29,909 

45 

6 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


4872 

4490 


2o  Sanitary  Conditions  of  Schoolso  Improvements  in  the  sanitary  conditions 
of  schools  in  the  County  continue  to  be  made  eaoh  year®  It  must  be  stated, 
however,  that  the  majority  of  the  schools  are  old,  and  even  with  improvements, 
they  do  not  conform  to  modern  standards  of  hygiene® 


3°  Medical  Inspection®  As  in  previous  years,  all  schools  were  visited  at 
least  once  during  the  school  session,  and  in  the  larger  schools  the  visits 
were  paid  each  term®  All  new  entrants  were  examined  during  their  first  year 
at  school,  and  at  this  examination,  immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  carried 
out® 


(a)  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment®  The  School  Dental  Service  was  again 
under  review  during  the  year,  and  authority  was  obtained  for  the  addition  of 
another  dentist  to  the  establishment.  So  far,  this  has  not  been  implemented® 
The  School  Dental  Service  is  still  not  satisfactory,  especially  so  with  regard 
to  treatment,  though  it  must  be  confessed  that  were  there  more  dentists  on  the 
Galloway  Executive  Council's  List  practising  in  the  Stewartry,  this  would  not 
in  all  probability  be  so® 

(b)  School  Nursing®  With  the  resignation  of  two  full-time  School  Nurse/ 
Health  Visitors,  school  nursing  was  transferred  to  the  District  Nurse/Health 
Visitors  during  the  year  under  review®  Apart  from  a saving  of  nurses,  and  a 
saving  financially,  it  has  to  my  mind  added  to  the  efficiency  of  the  servioe, 
and  has  made  the  District  Nurse/Health  Visitor  the  family  nurse® 

(c)  Presence  of  Parentso  Parents  are  encouraged  to  be  present  at  the 
medical  inspections,  and  the  attendance  of  parents  at  the  examination  of  new 
entrants  is  in  the  region  of  48069%° 


4®  The  Findings  of  Medical  Inspection®  1365  children  were  examined,  of 
whom  507,  or  37° 14%,  suffered  from  some  defeot® 

The  average  heights  and  weights  were  as  follows s- 


Entrant s oe..oo...o®ooo  Boy s 

Girls 


Noo 

Examined 

300 

236 


Average 

Age 

5 3/l2 
5 3/12 


Average 
height 
in  inches 

43°  26 
43°  52 


Average 
weight 
in  pounds 

42®34 
41°  31 


Children  born  in  1944  ° Boys 

Girls 


234  9 7/12  52°38  660I5 

208  9 6/12  52°14  65®70 


Children  born  in  1940  ® Boys 

Girls 


184  13  6/12  59° 49  98® 39 

171  13  7/12  59°97  101® 95 


Children  born  in  1937  ° Boys 

Girls 


18  16  6/12  68® 25  141  oil 

14  16  6/12  64°50  122®36 


The  figures  for  heights  and  weights  are  again  unreliable,  but  the  weighing 
and  measuring  apparatus  is  in  the  process  of  being  overhauled® 
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5o  Medical  Treatmento  The  minor  ailments  clinics  at  Dalbeattie, 

Castle  Douglas  and  Kirkcudbright  were  discontinued  during  the  ye&To 
These  served  no  very  useful  purpose  and  seemed  to  me  to  be  a waste  of  a 
Nurse's  time0  The  time  spent  in  applying  dressings  to  trivial  outs  and 
bruises,  and  to  applying  DoDoTo  hair  lotions  at  sohool  clinics,  is  in  my 
opinion  better  spent  in  home  visits  to  the  one  or  two  problem  families  in 
each  school,  and  by  instruction  to  the  parento  This  policy  has  been 
adopted,  and  the  District  Nurses  have  been  instructed  accordingly0 
The  following  are  the  details  of  treatment 


(a)  Minor  Ailmentsc 


1< 

2c 

3c 

4c 


Cuts,  bruises,  sprains  and  minor  injuries 
Diseases  of  the  ear  ooooo 
Diseases  of  the  Bye  (excluding  defective  vision) 
Diseases  of  the  skins- 

Ringworm  (Scalp)  - x-ray  treatment 

other  treatment 


oooooooooooooo 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOQOOOOOO 

o o o o o o o 


O O o o o o o 
o o o © © o o 


OOOoOOOOO 


O O O o o o o 


Ringworm  (Body) 
Scabies 
Impetigo 


ooeoocoooo 


ooooo 


oooeooooooooooooo 
ooeooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo© 
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 


5°  Other  diseases 


1721 

6 

10 


9 

9 

50 


o o o o © o o 


©oooooooooooooo 


ooooooooooooo 
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(b)  Defective  Vision  and  Squint o Clinics  were  held  in  Castle  Douglas, 
Newton  Stewart  and  Dumfries,  for  children  with  defective  vision  and  squint, 
hut  no  Orthoptic  service  has  been  so  far  institutedo  It  seems  to  me  that 
children  in  this  area  who  are  unfortunate  enough  to  suffer  from  squint,  are 
at  a decided  disadvantage  when  compared  with  other  areaso  During  the  year, 
191  children  were  examined  at  the  Bye  Clinics,  and  spectacles  were 
prescribed  in  68  caseso 

(c)  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 0 The  Regional  Hospital  Board  during  the  year 
considered  closing  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic  and  the  operation 
sessions  at  Castle  Douglas  Hospitalo  As  a compromise,  the  Clinics  are  now 
held  at  two-monthly  intervals  instead  of  every  montho  17 0 children  were 
treated  at  Castle  Douglas  and  in  Dumfries  Infirmaryo 

(d)  Orthopaedic  (Specialist  Treatment )o  Orthopaedic  Clinics  are  held 
at  Castle  Douglas,  hut  there  is  no  liaison  between  the  Hospital  Service  and 
the  School  Health  Service  as  far  as  orthopaedics  is  concernedo 

(e)  Paediatrics o During  the  year  a Paediatrician  was  appointed  to  the 
staff  at  the  Dumfries  and  Galloway  Royal  Infirmaryo  So  far,  Paediatric 
Clinics  are  not  held  in  this  CountyQ 


60  Special  Schools  and  Classeso  There  are  no  Special  Schools  or  Classes 
in  the  Countyo  A Child  Guidance  Clinic  is  held  in  Castle  Douglas  by  the 
Department  of  Child  Psychiatry  of  the  Crichton  Royal  Institution,  Dumfries, 
at  which  the  Educational  Psychologist  attendso  The  Department  ©f  Child 
Psychiatry  also  admits  suitable  maladjusted  children  to  Ladyfield  House  at 
the  Crichton  Royal  Institution^ 
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TABLE  I» 

A.  Total  number  of  children  examined  at:- 

Ordinary  School s°  Systematic 

Examinations 

Entrants  536 

Children  born  in  1944  442 

Children  born  in  1940  355 

Secondary  Schoolso 

Children  born  in  1937  32 

1365 


B.  Other  Examinationso 

Children  born  in  1946  - (Visual  Acuity  and 

Hearing  only)*  48 0 

Special  Caseso  126 

Re- inspections  by  Medical  Officer*  576 

Others*  99 

1281 


Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systematic  examinations, 
who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treatment  (excluding  uncleanli- 
ness and  dental  caries) :- 

Ent rants  74 

Children  born  in  1944  46 

Children  born  in  1940  36 

Children  born  in  1937  2 

Children  born  in  1946 

(Visual  Acuity  and  Hearing  only)  12 

Others  14 
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TABLE  IV. 


Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age  In  the  Area. 


1.  Blind 

2.  Partially  sighted s- 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in  which  the 
curriculum  of  an  ordinary 
school  would  adversely  affect 

the  eye  condition... 

(b)  Other  conditions  of  the  eye  e.g. 

cataract,,  ulceration  etc.  which 
render  the  child  unable  to  read 
ordinary  school  books  or  to  see 
well  enough  to  be  taught  in  an 
ordinary  school  

3.  Deaf :- 

Grade  1 

Grade  11a 

Grade  lib  

Grade  111  

4.  Defective  Speech:- 

(a)  Defects  of articulation  requiring 
special  educational  measures  ....... 

(b)  Stammering  requiring  special 
educational  measures  ............... 


At 

At  Special 

At  no  school 

At  Hospital 

Ordinary 

Schools  or 

or 

or  other  TOTAL 

Schools 

Classes 

Institution 

Institution 

_ 

.... 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

7 

- 

- 

- 

7 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

“* 

2 

— 

2 

5 

- 

- 

- 

5 

5 

_ 

5 

5,  Mentally  Defectlve:- 

( Children  between  5 and  16  years)  - 

(a)  Educable  (I.Q,  approx.  50-70)  ......  9 

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q.  generally  less 

than '50)  1 

6.  Epilepsy:— 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional  4 

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care  in  a 

residential  school)  - 


7.  Physically  Defective  (Children  between  5 
and  16  years) . 

(a)  Non  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

(excluding  Cervical  Glands)  ........  3 

(b)  General  Orthopaedic  conditions  .....  19 

(c)  Organic  Heart  Disease  11 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill  health :- 

Asthma  11 

Bronchiectasis  .............  4 

Chorea 1 

Diabetes  Mellitus  1 

Coellac  Disease  1 

Rheumatism - 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  7 

Tuberculosis  - Glands  2 

Resection  of  Lung  ..........  1 


8.  Multiple  Defects 

Mentally  and  Physically  Defective  ......  - 

Mentally  Defective  and  Epileptic  1 


3 12 

-11  1 13 


4 


- - 3 

1 20 

- 1 - 12 

- - - 11 

- 4 

- - - 1 

- - - 1 

- - - 1 

- - 11 

- - 4 11 

- 2 t 

- 1 


2 1 3 

1 
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TABLE  Vo 

REPORT  ON  DENTAL  INSPECTION  MB  TREATMENT. 

Number  of  Children  who  were 

(l)  Inspected  by  the  Dental  Officer :- 


Age 

(a) 

Systematic 

examinations 

(6) 

Special  and 
emergency  cases 

TOTAL 

4 

3 

- 

3 

5 

325 

1 

326 

6 

487 

2 

489 

7 

514 

- 

514 

8 

484 

2 

486 

9 

404 

3 

407 

10 

447 

4 

451 

11 

395 

1 

396 

12 

3 66 

1 

3 67 

13 

379 

1 

380 

14 

381 

2 

383 

15 

304 

— 

304 

16 

64 

- 

64 

17 

34 

- 

34 

18 

25 

- 

25 

Total  4612 

17 

4629 

Systematic 

Special  and 

TOTAL 

examinations 

emergency  cases 

(2)  Pound  to  require 

tr eatment  ©oooooooo 

2913 

17 

2930 

(2a)  Number  accepting 

treatment  oo©«eoo©o 

1861 

17 

1878 

(3)  Actually  treated  by  the 
School  Dental  Officer 

1847 

17 

1864* 

(4)  Number  of  attendances 
made  by  the  children 
for  treatment 

2910 

38 

2948 

(5)  Fillings: 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

1513 

14 

1527 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

68 

6 

74 

(6)  Extractions: 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

283 

6 

289 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

2785 

16 

2801 

(7)  Number  of  administra- 
tions of  a general 
anaesthetic  for 
extractions  0 <> . . * ® . » 

(8)  Other  operations: 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

1279 

26 

1305 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

629 

6 

635 

(9)  Half-days  devoted  to 
inspection  oo©©©©*oo 

50 

COD 

50 

(lO)  Half-days  devoted  to 
treatment  ooeoooooo  © 

314 

314 

(ll)  Number  of  children 

treated  under  private 
arrangement  e 0 e « » » 0 0 

469 

469 

(l2)  Refusals  oeooo©o©ooo<» 

583 

- 

583 

* Number  awaiting  treatment  at  1st  August,  1953 
Number  awaiting  treatment  at  31si  July,  1954  ° 


o © o 


NIL 

14 


o o 


I ,v  v 

; f.  v,  mm 

' * /"  ( V r",.^  I.,:’'! 


; " '4  > 

,Hi 


m wmm 


, ■•'i 

rw  * 


> f\  Hji>  li"  A'ww  (iv 


&•»;  m MW 


w m ® l * 

#X  Mi 


